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THE ORGANIZATION AND EARLY CONSTRUCTION OF THE
DERVER, SOUTH PARK AND PACIFIC RATLRCAD

During the final years that Colorado was a territory, the
ninds of some of the greatost mem of the time were comtemplating
the building of one of the most colorful narrow gauge railroad
1inos ever to bo constructed, This rallroad was the Denver,
South Park and Posifis, The 1ino was typificd by tho times in
which it was built; these ware the days of exploration, of fobue
mmmuﬁmmuu,m@mwmmmmm
who wore first to venture into unexplored territorisa and bring
back word of tha great fortumes to be had by those who had the
sourage to go forth and lock for thom, Contemporaries of the age
were the fortime peckors of a different sart, the gamblers, danco=
mnmn.mmmmmmenanmwamnq
keoping thoir fortimes than the others,

This was the boon period, ths era in frontior history in which
fortunes were mado and lost almost over night. This was the poriod
in which the Denver and South Psrk became morve than just a dream of
such far-sighted mon as John Evans and the others of this railrced
company, The histary of this rallroad follows tho caurse of the
‘boom, minglﬂnanmtoormdmmgal;mtunp&mmtom

Cilde b Jftory of Whds M 49 noi 8 wais ol Lk pasty T adl

the nareoy g sections of the rond have eithor bocn shandoned or




canverted to tho troad gauge under different menagemsnt,

The proniso of the territory in which the Denver and South
Park was to originally extend caused the railroad to be construce

.ted, For many years prior to construstion, reports caming fron

South Park end from the mining districts in nearhy mowntains,
promdsed rich agricultural returns as well es a good traffic in
the shipmont of ore from the area. This area also had the attraoe

.tion of largo stands of virgin timber streotching as far as the eye

could soe.

Another reason, and probably this is cme of the most imparte
ant, for the construction of the Damver and South Park was the
riwmlry vhich exlsted botween the towns of Denver, Golden, and Colow
rado Springs for the main center of cormarco on the castern slope
of tho Rockies in Colorade. It was & matter of smvival for Demver
to bocoms the center of traffic. The Demver and Rioc Grande of

Willian J. Palmrlmhhnwcdmdos;rmgnuifoomtml

point and William Loveland, backed bty the Colorado Central-Union
Pacific combine, hoped to maks Goldem the center of Colorado traffic.
Both of thesa railroads plarmod to tap the traffic from the South

Park reglon, i

The firet articlos of association of the Denver and South Park

1, Willign J. Palmor controlled the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad
uiﬂnhmsﬂnchﬂntmuwmﬂmloftbbmvm‘, South Park
ond Pacific,

T
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were f1lod in 1872,2 thoos proved to be mdamrd and inndoquate
and the reilroad vas reorganized and expanded the following year,
By this reorganization it was propoosd to build o branch line
from Denver to Morrison; the main line was to follow the Platte
as the most plausible route to South Fark. From this point the
ratlroad intendsd to extend its road to tho Arkmisas Valloy,
follow this vallsy, and than pasa ovor Ponsha Pass to the San
Iuis Valley and Dol Norte. From fhis toim 1% was planned to
comnset with the San Juan Mining Distriot and oventually to ex=
tond tho 1ine to the Pasific Coast by the most "plausiblo" routs.’

The Denver and South Park was organizod as a corparation
under the laws of the Territory of Colorado and was authorizod

to locate, construot, operate, and meintain a narrow gauge roile

road fronm Denver, Colorado, with a branch into Morrison, In 1874,

the railroad had a capital stock of $3,500,000,% Tho trustass of

the line vore Jolm Bvens, Walter S, Cheeaman, Charles B, Kounta,

Eonry Crow, Da H. Moffat Jre, Johm Hughes, and Loonard H, Eisholtz.

The officors as choson wores President, John Evans; Vice Presie

dent, Walter Chesmmang Sccrotary, G. W, Xasslers Treasurer, Charles

B. Kowntzj Attorney, B. M. Hughea., lLoonard Eicholtz was the chief

2, Frank Hall, Elstory of thg Stgta of Colorado, Vole IV, pe 53.
Chicegos Hlakoly Printing Company, 1895.

34 M. C. Poor, Donvor, Soul Paxk and Pogiflg, pe 117. (Doavers
1949), World Press. 4o ba inown heroaftor es Poor, Domver South
Dazice

Le &ﬁm@.mmmumhmmxmwm. South
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enginoer for the railroad,” The men who backed the Derver and
South Park wore prominent business men of Demver, It was the
roputation of these men which was to earry the roed through
may of its trying days of dzation end £1

The Dearver and South Park hoped to partially finance their
1ino by the backing of Donver. Tho bond issue vas votod for the
railroed by the oitizens of Demver in July, 1873, and incluled
tho $200,000 that had previcusly been voted for such & 1ine and
en additional $200,000 asked for by Jobn Evens, During these
%imes the Denver and Ris Grands and the Colarade Gontral, by use
of propaganda and 1 , trfod o reovent. the Damver and South
Park fron obtaining the needsd mney,® Tho prostigs of Joim Evans
saved the day when he gave the project his personal guarantee,

The vote suthorizing the bonds acted as a go-ahead signal
forr the Denver and Scuth Park. In August 1873, the first grading
wag started and the Morrismm 1lins was pushed forward as rapidly °
as terial could be obtainod. The main objective

of the railroad wms to build the 1ine to South Park, but as a ro=
sult of prossure from factions in Demver the line to Morrison wes
oonstruoted first. In addition to the hawling of freight over

this branch line, the Demver and South Park inoroased its revenue

hy excursions to norrum."

. s Pe Oo
6, Danlow Viemvbodiy Toges | Tolw 22 1072 B,
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Tho Denver and South Park proposed to construot its min
1ine from Penmver to the Platte canyon. The routs was to follow
thia canyon to Kenosha Pass and over the pass to South Park;
 thance through tho rark to tho hoad of Trout Greek. From this
point the 1ino was to be extended to the Arkanses Valley.

Construotion up the canyon of the South Platte was extremaly
a1¢pioult; the 1ine had to be cut throuzh oliffs of solid granite,
" places previeualy desmed impossible for any type of constructicn,
When the 1ine reached Kenosha its engincers were further tested

wwmmmwm&tum@wm
ered too stoep for reilway construction, It vasn't until the
Donver and South Park hed roached the velley of Scuth Park that
the gonstrustion problem eased. The building of the roadbed frum
$1s podnt oo doun the park vas over almost Javel grownd,”

Hoaz tho southorn end of South Park the railroad loft the
parkc and ollowed Trout Creck to the Arkmnoes River and arrived
&% that point in 1820,7 Tho sources of revenue for the railrcad
wore from the hauling of orv, tizbar, end pacsengers from the
Loadvilla and Fairpl 4 of following tho plan
of construction to tho San Jun ares, the extension of the min

nmtommninmmbegm.m

g. Poor, Donver South m‘% e 4

. Rocky Liountain liews, Fol Pe

B B s conotrucied via Lreckenridge to leadvills and vas
comploted in 1834, over Boreas Pasoe b




CHAPTER IX

mmmwnmammmwmmmm,
SOUTH PARK AND PACIFIC RAILROAD

The building of a branch route to Gumison by the Denver,
Scxxth?nrkmd?mifhmlmadmcmudamdumlynmé.
I the firot ammal repart of the Denver and South Park in 1874,
Jalm Evml antinipnhedﬂnbomcmingtoﬁa(hnﬂmumﬁv,
Tha Denver end South Park had already sent survoyors to Cumismn
to sock tho casiest end shortest route over the Continental Divide
to Gumisen. The routo chosen by the Denver and South Park start
ed from the termimus at Mecure and followed Chalk Creek from
Natiwop to Alpine Pass at an elevation of 11,606 feet. After
mgmrmam,umwmwwu, Pitictn,
Ohio City, Perlin's Ranch and dosm the Tomicht o "Gunnison City",
. 1

mummmtwmmmmmmmlm/\mo
mamwarwmummwmmmumvmq.
It wasn't until early spring, 1820, that actual construction of
the proposed line to (v w8 bogume

"

The promise of the Gumni. vas ting »

— v

1, John Bvans was the first president of the Donvery South Park
and Pocifie Railroad, also tha firet movernor of Colorado.
Evans'! report to the Tristess of the ruilroad strongly wrpged
conataustion of the iranch line to Gumnison, Il beliewed that

would be of groat importance in the coming growth of

AT e Am




girls, f fers, and prosp who made the money for the
others to take. mmnmmmmmmm
mmtb&m:moamtﬂotmmm.atgold,had,

and spilver, There were also reports of new mineral discoveries

1n the vicinity of Chalk Creek. Added to the yromiss of precious
motals was the report of en exvellent quality of anthracite
coal.? Large amounts of jack pine were easily accessible far
timbering tho mines, far railrosd ties, and for shipping, The
coal fields of Gunnison were extensive and it was belleved that
this interest alone should be sufficient to support a large pop-
ulation. From reports from this region, the anthrasite, bitumie
nous, and camel coal discovered here by tests was found to be
of the very bost quality, and wms proved to be of exsellent caking
qulity,® *The Ratlrosd compeny 1s, no doubt, steiking boldly
twﬂmﬁam,mtsomhfetbmotmﬂmwﬂnﬂn—
mwuummmmmmmumuhm
knoun to exist there.** The Demver and South Park gnined contrel
of the coal doposits on Anthracite Cresk.

The gold, silver, and load mines were located on the headw
vaters of the Qumison River, in what was known as the Elk

e

2+ "Tho Unclainod Bonanza of Gwnnison Valloy", Racly Nountain

,, Totary 24, 13%0, . 5, EE iy R e

-mmmmm Irustess of Donver,

St sk wad Pradtho e s
‘ade January lst, 1675 s De 21. low Xcrkn Asher and Adams

Puhlisher, Th:.spxhlimtimvsnbehmmhamﬁeruun

mmmm
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Yomtadn District. I the vieinity of the silver mines vers
aton Gulcy, Chio Gulch and Washington Gulsh, placer gold mines
Mwm]:hadbmmdrmam:tm.’

At the terminal point of the Demver and South Park were the
larze Fot Mineral Springs of Chelk Creck which were celsbrated
alroady for their curative propertics, Twenty miles below these
springs wore the Pancha Creek Hot Mineral Springs where another
hoalth resort could be established, Also twenty miles above this

" point were the "celsbrated Twin lakes® with trout fishing, near

tho falls of Lake Creesk. Tlere will doubtless grow upon the isthe
ms betueen those beautiful lakes, in Ythe Swuitsarland of America,'

the Interlaken of Golorudo.'G

Fiftoen miles from these lakes, nomr =n exnellent trout
strean, adjacent to the Arkansas River, at Colorado Gulch, were
oxtensive soda springs of exvellent quality, "bubbling up on @
boautiful grassy slops, extending far avay to tho south into the
open valloy below,® This area was deseribed as "surrounded above
Yy groves of evergreens, with snow capped mounteins, rising in
ful) view on either side of the walley to the east and the west,
tils 48 ono of nature’s enchanted spots, and will doubtloss be-
oans & great resort for pleasure seakers, when made easily ace
cossthls ty the construction of your railroad."’

3¢ sk Angugl fonort Lor A6, Pe 2de o
3‘“3;_1’-2.-_ f ®




The Denver end South Park proposed to construoct s wagon
road by way of the Chalk Croek mines to Gunnison which wouwld
mmmmtmuwmmmmmm
and to the great San Juan mining region in the south wostern
part of Colorad From the 1 point of the Demver and
South Park an oxwellent road led over Poncha Pass, There ums
M-xwiwtmlmthumdto&g\mh.aﬂnc@w
soat of Sagmache County, and to Del Norte and othor points in
the "San Luis Park", This was often used as the route to the
Snmmmeumw.g mmMmeﬁde
1ine of stegecoaches from Canon City. This route carried nearly
all of the trade and travel from Fortbern Colorsdo and the east,
via Canon City, Colorado Springs, and Demver to the San Juan
nines. It was the hope of the Denver and South Park to commect
vith this traffic and perhaps to act as a carrier hy diverting
thts troffls to thetr 1tns, 20

The great droam of the first officers of the Demver and
South Park was to eventually esteblish & railroad that would
connact with the trade from the Pacific Coast. The farthast
wost the route ever came was to Gunnison, The inability of the
Danves and South Park to achieve this dream was probably caused
Wmenumorm.mmmmnmorw
num-ndutmmgwm,ehomxn:orm«tw

Trevemm, An important fastor not to be form was the

T . Rl 4 OF LaMatole
o Seels Akl Ronouk Low 4§74 ppe 223

o Allley Do <26
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eantrol by e bizion Pacific, as Jay Gould attempted to and finale
1y gained semtaedi of the Demver and Scuth Park by buying the stook
of the 1ittis mlireed.

the Demvexr and Rio Grande Railroed was the chief rival of
o Danver ant South Park. In an attempt at cooperati
the two rival marrow gauge lines, a compromise was signed on Ooto-
ber 1, 137, foewing & traffis contrest by vhich the Denver and

ma&—m:—mu«:mumunmwmm

mmuwmnvxmmwmmm

14 3 T

petasen The Denver South Park and
a2z R. Re Company

and
e Denver and Rio Grande R. R. Company
dated bar

i

Articls X Thet for the purpose of harmony and
mrtoal o3t it 1s agreed that the party of
gocond vt shall build fron the point of junoe

o s G aE 15w, FoaTuary il, 1500, Pe Oe




——

. 2xds Should the rarty of the firet part wish-
to go south of 1t3 line 4o IMusna Vista to ptart
its Chalk Croek lino, it shall have the right
upy the track of the road of the party
second part on joint trackase as aforoe
to the mst eligihle roint of departure
from the same, or should 1t desirs to extend
1ta]imhomomlloyartmmmiaonn-om.rv
pointmmumth,themrtyoft!nmcmdpurt
uhnllbuildnomhofitslimm:pﬂyhcsmh
point, and give trackage to the party of the firet
part vith like rights and on 1ike conditions as
provided for in the line to Leadville. PROVIDED:
tho polnt of diversence and pess over the momys

In the fall of 1880, the Denver and Rio Grande began cone
of an of 4ts road over Marshall Pass.” The

Demver and South Park oonsidered that this construotion was a
violation of the agrecment signed in 1879, The lawvers of the
Denver and Rio Grande could find nothing in this agreement that o
prohibited the construotion of a line to Gunnison by the Denver
ard Rio Grande. The Domver and Rio Grende took the attitude
that the South Park was infringing upon territory considered to

12, From the Denver and Rio Grande Archives in the custody of the
State Archivist, Division of State Archives, State Histordecal
Soclety of Colorade. The wi: to this & wore Jay
Gould (Denver & Rie Grando Railroad Company) and John Evang
(Prosident of Denver, South Park & Pacific) and William J.
Palror (Prosident of the Denver & Rio Grands Railroad .

13, Artime Ridguay, Donver & Rio Grande Dewelopment of Physical
r"ropemy in ghremlogionl Harrative, p, 22. Jamary lat, 12%1

PamSllerhal) | Arehivns, Btaty 1 « Thiz worl wlll horeafter

n Np LiUB & LI L ) el e
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bo that of the Denver and Rio Grande,

"The presence of the South Park in such close proximity
to vhat had eluaya been considered Denver & Rio Grande terrie
tory aroused great anxisty on the part of the plonser railrosd.r
The Denver and Rio Grande felt great “apprehenaion whon they
realized that the Denver and South Park vas contemplating budlde
ing o road 1nto the Gumison ersa,’’ The Denver and Rio Grande
puts forth the idea that the Demver and South Parit *were prepaved
wmmmrwmmmmwm
strong financial beaking."! The Demver and Rio Grands feaved
the backing it beldeved the Demver and South Park to have,

The contention of the Demver and South Park that the Denver
and Rio Grands vas violating the agreement of 1879 was based n
the proviso that allowed the Denver and Rio Grande to use any
1ine the South Park might build into the Gumison country. This
would have included 1ike terms for the Denver and Rio Grande on

the South Park road that the South Park held on the Leadville
line of the Denver and Rio Grends.

From 1380, the race was on. Tho question becams, who would
reash Gumison first? The route chosen by the Denver end South

e bidey pe Ui

15. Ridgway, Donver & Rig Grande Dovolopment, p. 1de

16, This stand of Mdmisnotconnintmtwithﬂw
signod in 1879, for that agreement had talen into & cnnm-
eration tho ponaibility of the Denvem and South Park's cone
Mmot;nmmwwmm:

P 44 . A Sbcwand alactalidabiy Pe <Jde




Park proved to be the more diffieult,

Ono of the main points of rivelry between the South Park
mmummmnmmmmmu-mmmmw
the coal banks of the Elk Mountain District, Another pednt
'dﬂmmmmbtwﬂummmtoﬂam
m,mwm-mm&mmnm
Gumison area searching for a suitable route. The surveying
party for the Denver and Rio Grande reported that the Demver
mmmmm«mmmmmm
on Anth te Cresk b Homt Gunni and Hount, Mare
csD.im.la This point was about ten or twelve miles from where
WWMMWWMMGMMW
on the south sids of Mount Gunnison near Coal Creek. The Denver
-and Rlo Grands hoped to cut out the Denver and South Purk by

cutting down Coal Crealk, mwmacimmlg

mrmmm-m:mwmmmmmE
was docided, mmmmmmhmmm\m
from here the 1ine wes to follow tho comrss of Chalk Creek to
tho Collogiate Rangs. The plans of the railread were to either
tumel. through Alpine Pass or to cross by mans of & switchbeck,

E.Thinmmtisnbmnﬂdrwhfiwmlanmmﬁnf&mmm.

19, Raports of Surveys, p. 254, (uwnpublished) sent from neaw
Irvin on Antlracite Croek, by Eduard Braddock, heed of the
swrvoying party for the Denver and Rio Grende., Fron the
Donver and Rioc Qrande Archives in the custody of the State
Archivist, Division of State h y State Hist 1 Soo-




After orossing the range the route was to follow Quarts Creek

' omont, ot 0y

to 2tz jortic

s croek to
Gunnisone Dafome beginning the tmanch Lo Guanison, the Soull

Fark and Pacific was 153 miles iYom Danver,
°

43 early as 1874, the Denver and South Park had determined

‘hat, the best possible for its proposed line should
be that of the nmarrow gauge. This, thoy determined by tho reports
received from the Denver and Rio Grande. These reports showed

y both in and off: cy of the three fect 7]
gavge railroad, The narrow gange had proved particularly advane
Wmmmtmhcimmmmrrm
lhtpmtdnlﬂhl.a

Msmpmudmmwmhmnmw
nountainous districts vas equal to that of the broad gauge in
flat open country, The broad gauge would have required such ex=

tensive rock tion and tunnols that the of

tion would havo been prohibitive, The narrov geuge could avoid
moat tunmels and heavy euts in passi ,_,,:than“'
It could also avold impracticable cwrves or gredes. "The adaption

of the parrow gauge to mountain roads; and the great reduction in

proportion of dead welght to the tonage of the roud, enable it

to profitably operate stesper m.-udeu."Z

20, Thic point was then known as Parlin's Ranch, today it is
Parlin,

21, Eirst Ammal Report for 1874, pe 26.
22. Iodd., pe 26.
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Ry the niddlo of February, 1830, the Denver and South Park

hed roached the Arkansas River. Tis
mined to imedistely push thoir line over the divide into Gumnie
m”

The people of Gunnison waited amxiously 4n 1320 to find out
1¢ the intentions of the Denver and South Park were serious. Thoy
were gratified to learn on May 15, 1830, that Governor Evans had
tolegraphod word to Howard Evans, sccretary of the West Gunmiscn
Town and Land Companyy, that orders were being sent by mail dne
strueting hin to prepare for the construction et once of the pas~
sanger depot, and to grade the track for the main line, The cone
tructs for this proposed construction hed already been let. The
construction of the rallroad was of particular importance to the
people because of the extremly high cost of goods brougihtin by
wagon tratn,

The Donver and South Park wes working to put its line into
Gumison as repidly as posaible.” By August 24, 1980, tho lina
had been extended to Heywood Springs, thirteen miles boyond Buera
Vista., Passenger and freight trains were ruming to the end of
ths 1ine at Hoywood Springs., These wrains carried passengers
257 ook Tountatn Jewn, February 11, 1690, p. G
24, "They koan Business", Gumigon oYy Moy 15, 1830, p. 2.

Tho railroad was expoctod in Gunnison by the first of Nowe

omber, 1880,
25, Becky Moutain Heys, July 2, 1330, p. 5.




and freight for Alpine, Fillerton, and Virginta City,20

Constrmetion of tho Donmver and South Park procscedsd mwmn
1ts course on Chalk Croch wilth LLile ALy, Cuoliuee
tion fron this point orf proved mwh more dAifficult. It was
haro that Chiaf Enginser Evans decided that the easiest and
the rogt practical construstion for the railroad would be to
tumel under Alpins Pass rathor then to cross tbe range by - § R
suitchback, Construction of & tumnel through Alpine Pase would :
require a bore that was 1,820 feet in length. By Noveubor of
1880, 220 feot of the tunmel an the Peoific side of the water-

Shed wms comploted and 170 fost on the Alpime side of the rango.
Evans expectod the bumnol to be complated by the following May«2!
Ho had not taken into conaideration elther the severe weather
conditions that the Demver and South Park were to contand with
thet wintar or the shortage of labor,

During the wintor of 1880 the laborors had to sink a ghaft
mmtmmwwmmmmwmn
exavation, During the violent storms on the Pass, the workman
in going to and from their cabina to work had $o move in gangs to
avold boing lost in the amow, Frequently the clothes of the work-
mon were frosen to their skins. The supplies for bullding the
tunnel and for feeding the workmen had to be brought in over enow

28, Rooly bowntain jews, Auwmst 24, 1830, pe 5. The name of Vire
ginia City was later changed to Tin Cup.
27. Rogly Mountodn Moug, Hovembor 2, 1580, pe 3.




1w

soven feet in depth, ard because of tho severe wind this sno

P
wag often pilod in @rifts fron CIfty to sixty foal in donth,”

Even though the wagen for the workers wers considered high
for the times, men did not care to undartake the hazardous jobs
of the construction. The Denver and South Park contimwed all
during the years of oonstrustion to advertise in the Denver
papers and those furthor cast for vorkers for the jobe2)

The rrices of provisions for the vorkers were extremely
Mge. Flour vas selling for thirty dollars a sack, bacon was
thirty-thres cents per pound, powder was ten dollars per keg,
and butter was ninsty cents per pound, Everything else was in
proportion. Provisions taken into the area were taken on snow
shoos and aleds and the cost of hauling was seventeen cents per
pomnd. 45 a result all comodities were scarce.’d

The Denver and South Park was wmable to camnlete ths Alpine
Tumel until Jarwary, 1862, The bore of the Alpine Tumel cut
through tho main range of the Rocky ins et an 4
of 11,525 foet. The bore, upon completion, was 1,776 feet in
length, and was 16 1/2 feat high and 13 feot wide. The bore was
cut through a formation of slide rock, boulder, and decomposed

granite, and was tinbered with 500,000 fect of California red=
wood, bosides being lined with 1,500,000 feot of false tinbering
28, ool Vigwitin Hous, Jamary 9, 1852, p. 8. ;

29e Jocky Mowrtain lows, November 23 2450 Pe 24
30, Kooly Liouradn Lievg, Fobruary 25, 1800, p. 5.
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of ths California redwood. The cost of the wood including the
froight charpes on the Central Pacific was about §30 to $110
per th d feet, The ““Meftb-tmlmm&m.n

The Alpine Tunnel was dered one of the 4
mwﬂ.lofth.tima.’z When the workmen oame topother in the
tunnel, the two bores were less than an inch off. Eloquence was

used to describe the tunnels

The Alpine Twmel when built was the first to plerce the main
range of tho Rockies end was the highest railway twmel in
ofther Exrope or Anorica.’®

31. Rocly jountedn lows, January 9, 1882, p. 8.

32, Ono of the proposed marvels to bo built in this Age of Raile
ronds was contemplated in the posaible construction of &
tunel wnder Nisgara Falls. Rooky lMountain News, February 23,
1831, p. 6.

PRIGE g :

EEN S all e

Septorber 2, 1292, p. 6.
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The raflroad grade for the Demver and South Park had been
completed by the late fall of 1330 on the approach to Alpine
Pass, The South Park had to do extensive rock cribbing at the
Palisades on the western slope of the range and also at Sherrod.
Those tuo trouble spots beld up the Danver and South Park, how
over, the roal trouble spot was the tumsl under Alpine Fass.
After comlotion of the tumel the Demver and South Park vas ready
to push its line as rapidly as possible into Gunnison.

The Denver and South Park employed a force of 150 men to

"push the 1ine into Gunnisons The rails were 30 feet in langth,

and vere 1aid at the rute of one eash ndmte and a half, or 1,200
feot en hour, midng progress over two miles a days’? Iy Saptember
2, 1802, tho Donver and South Perk had rosched the outekirts of
Gumnison, The Denver and South Park was reparted o have had
tzouble with the Demver and Rio Grando, though the rapldity with
“iich 1% finished 1ts 1ne fron San Jumn Avemuo in Gumiscn to
tho depot diseredits this rumors®®  The Domver ani Rio Grendets

35. Gndson Ially soviow Proga, September 1, Lioe, p. 6w

36, Fron the iu ;xw_,sepmz,m,p.a,
the & to show & confliot between &
rival lines, Ahoevmwanduhbmuonsnawuusam—
»pwkoftm&nﬁsmmmﬁeviwwmtodmmmgm
It road es follows: “Troubls is hrowing botueon the Rio
Grande and South Park roads about the crossing of the two
tracks on San Juan avenue, In order to pot to its depot on
thebbatSide,thoSouthParkmtcmostmlﬂmofwmw
and Rio Grande's Crestod Bubte brench, and that is just where
Wmmcmn.fcrmmvornndluomdm'tm
to wvant to lot thom do it.

!mm Mavor lhaousanttho l’amhnll dmmtomﬂ.fv

oyl

DU cpuiady Al Lo raveull Gaie cack wioh 8 ;.Loa in uis ear,

-
o

sadiaiitiong. £




mwummrmumsunmmthmwm- 2
qniredlymrwnnhccmame.”

Amrmmthdiﬂdemhamermdmmkm
greated by beer, cigars, and the townspeople, The local dig-
nitaries and townspeople of Gunnison staged a celsbration to
welcome the South Park on its arrival in Gunnison. ®Gunnison
Day and the completion of the new railroad observed in ane grand
out=pouring of people fully demonstrates that there is no spirit
of retrogression in this favared region.® The Scuth Park cele
ebrated the occasian by a special excursion train to Dsuvm-.38

The new problem for the Denver and South Park was to eon-
Mtvlﬂltlnﬂoalfie]dﬂotthemlb\nmmmﬂmthﬂoﬁa
Cresk, The Denver and Rio Grande had reachoed the coal fields
at Crested Butte in 1881, The Alpine Twnnel and tho steep cur-
vatures on the west side of the slope had placed the Denver and
South Park about a year behind tho Denver and Rio Grande in the

having been told that San Juan avemue had boen vacated for
railroad purposes, and was not, therefore, a public ‘thorough=~
fare, and that therefore, the City Fathers had no authority
in the matter, Mr, Gullett, the Denver and Rio Grande Ate
torney, it is also said, has notified His Honor to keep his

4 o hends off, The City Attorney has been instructed to look

1 3 the mattor up, and the Mayor swears by sevon different.

| kinds of blue lightning that, if the city had the authority
to open the crossing, it will be opened or he will know the
reason why,

Thore were rumors flying around town last night that
tha Denver and Rio Grande were bringing men here to thold
the fort!, but so far as cou:ld be learned there was no
- truth in them, To-day may develon anmathing, hewevar,®  The

Rapdon ro z ia stom hoine "noda o 10le cloth,
3y September 2, 1882, p. 4.
terber 2, 1882, p. 8, Rates for the

wore 311.50 for tho rouni »ip,

Pt

37. G
38, px
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raco for the Gumison trede. The Denver and South Park .
had sooured the righteof-umy for a line up Ohio Cresk to

the Elk Mowuntaina from Captein Loudon Mullin, Sylvester
R!chudnm.mﬂothamotunmrbm,om“,udm

City Railroad. These men had ceoured the right of vay bo=

fore any lands had boon f1led upom along its route. The

etocks, rights, and franck of this vers trans-

ferred to the South Park Company, It was at this time that

4% wns resolved to-locate the depot of the Denver and South
Park in Weat Gunnison, the section of the town which had boen
laid off and was owned by Richardson end Mullin and by the
nmmand&mthm'km.’g It is intsresting to note
here that for many years, West i was the busi cemter

ofthauu.m

| The Denver and South Park mot 1ittle difficulty in the
construction of the lins to the Elk Mamtaina ' Tho come |
strustion of this line lay over relatively flat country and so
1% did not present the obstacles presented by the rest of the
lino, At the time, the Donver and South Park did not propose
‘to end 4ts line at the Klk Homtainss it proposed o follow
Anthracite Croek to the North Fork of the Gunnisen River, follow
59, Rosky Lowitoin Y, Varch 25, 1580, p. 8.

20, Tha location of the dopot in Voot Cumison probably enhancod

tho value of this town site. Loudenoitullin had frequant
W@‘Mmmmunmmmmmm

bad wuun cub up Ly

2 the }m. xvporbud thut the ratiors v
"u:xctnr:il/. I

were setilod catd
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this river to the Grand River, and push the 1ine to Utah.
The Denver and South Park, however, never pushed its line
beyond what is today known as Baldwin, One of its main
objectives for coming into the Gunnison country had been
achioved when it reached the goal ficlds of Antlwmeite and
the Elk Mountains,

mmwmmi:mtomum
mtil about 1834, After this tims exvept for a four year
period of receivership under Frank Trunhell, the line was
MMMW@. Even at the tims of abandone
ment 1t vas mortgageds ‘
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CHAPTER XIY

mmmmmamavmmmm
wmm,mrmmpwn’m

|mmmtmmmmmwmm,
Smehmmmnamzuwmmmm
mmmmmofmmmmmmm
vieinity, Oﬂmnnlmgﬂulimwm.}tmﬂmpuimfm
areas of trade and travel, Gumnison particularly acted as a
mr«tmmmm.unmmmm. Host
of'theaalmtimmﬂ:&irﬂnndtﬂlﬂﬁathhomuﬁdo-
oline of mintng, mm-nuumdrammma
Mmmm,mmmzmmmmmn-
ﬁnhrofﬂnbumdmuwm. Those that survived
mummmammmmm.

L . W » ‘o

h&mmmmmammmmm
mmmmmmmuhmm-m. It was
located on the east bank of the Arksnsas. Macume logt ita
dentity after the 1ine was extonded to Busna Vista, vhen the
Wmmwammnﬂnfmm,
m.ememaium,mmmwmm
.mmm,laummmngmtonmtorm.

b P TR ‘ 31048, . 426, Donnes World

e SoYe 20 D9 kaoun horealter 68 roor, Lamver South Povk,




SCIWANDERS

&mmmmmummmhﬂn
mmmmhﬁmtomdimu’wﬁhthum
to Gunndson in 1884, The location was named after Banjamin
Sclwvanders wvho had £iret sottled in the area. Solanders
mndwumnwmuenfmthmmdsmhrk,
also!kulfmliesotmummnvadmﬂw. The awall
uwmumﬁmmmummm
ﬂnhnnofmm,nﬂheu\mctmafmmm
W:Whymmmsmm.z

HATHROP

Rathrop is loosted at the confluence of the Ariansas
River and Chalk Creek. The population of the toun resched two
handred in 1ts heyday, The 1ittle commmity, started by Charles
Wﬁhnttmtmmdam,zuﬂmam
station for both the Denvar South Park and Pecifio end the Demver
and Rio Grande,. Bachtrieb constructed a Clowr and grist mi1l
wnvmmhm;mm:mmmmmmm
Tecotved fron & dam butlt on Chalk Cresk.* Today Hathrop oo
" sists of only a fow buildings,

2. Pocr, Danver South Park, pe 426.
3. Tho nam of this hotel at Nattmop vas the Nashtrieb Hotel.

4e Poor, Dopvor South Pazks pe 427.

e T e ———— et
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St.mmmlwatadgtthfootufmmtm
;zmmumdmﬁmmm:mgmm
se.mmmumwmt.hmma'mmwmmng
mwcmnmmemwmmummupu.
Tin Cup, CGunnison, and lninﬂrc’ distrioct: These tall
roads served as a large source of revemws for St, Elmo, At
mtm,.mgmmtomunmmmm
Denver and South Park to Tin Cup in Toylor Park. Tho road vas
%o bo through a tunnel under the divide, Mt vas nover come
plated, St. Elmo rose and fell with the different mining
boons near the 11ttle town. Today the town is a mere ghost
utibtmmn,nmtmbfornmuﬂ»mw
busi 4 fow dilapd d shacks remain from the boom days.

HARCOCK

°

 Hanoook grew from the mining boom, tha result of a shifh
in nining population from Alpine, This smell commnity located
about three miles from the eastern partal of the Alpine tummel
'was also the min reaidence of the workers building the east
memm;wmmsmwm
mhmmmtotsmkpmthtmmmmmdm.v
B+ Tho original nams of St. Limo was Forest Gity.
o B o

t aavser yianany
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The small town had a bitter enemy in the slides that con=
timally tirndered down the mountain side and often destruyed
large sections of the town.

‘WOODSTOCK

Yooddtook was & station stop for the Denver and South
Park after cutting through the divide, There were some minos

C R o

which gave @ boost to this town which ws bullt almst 10,000
foot above soe level. Woodstock, ab ita peak, hed a population
of alnost 200, The torrible weather conditions of the divide
warkod havos on this small cammmity, too.® Todsy, Woodstook
s a deserted pile of rubble. fclidh 5
)
|
i

QUARTZ

Quarts booned with the discovery of silver in the moun= {
tadns nearhy. Tt wes only nine miles fron the bonansa aree of i
4% Cap,” and about timoe miles above Pitikdn at the junction of
nerth and middle Quarts Creeks, Besides mining, Quarts also |
produced large quantitd of timber fron the groat stands of
jack pine growing moarby. After tho mining discoverios gave
mmmn-mmwramm,
and 10 now enly a ghost of the past.

9. Gunnison City, The Future lotropolis of the Ybstern Slovs, ;
p.l(w, wmmdwmmdmammmciw.
August 1lst, 1892 o i




Pitkin was located in the "beaut volley of Quarts
mm;mmmwmulmgmw

" mle wide, It was surrowsded by high mountains eovered vith

hoavy tisher to the mumits,l In 2879, Pitidn had only thres
Mm,mwuatmmmummmmm
cabins, Mmmbmm!wtbdimmotmrﬁm
new ore deposits during 1880, The land surrounding the town
was oovered by grass growing to the dopth of three feot,l2

Tho Quartz Oreck district of which Pitkin was the center
Was ane of tho richest mining districts in the state in gald
and stiver 3 The population of this boon town veached 3,000
and oould boast of a nowspaper, e bak, and mmerous salows
and stores, Pwdn'lhoamlihﬂntorhmm,
ztmhwimnmutbm:md.ﬁ. Pitkin is now &
‘wuuudamum,nnmmmm,mm
from nearby ranches, and during the swmer, tourist trade hrings
Boma new 1ife to the little commmity,

OHIO CITY
miocitymlmﬁodmtbedhmbmnﬂnm

10, Hmnmﬂommmnmdmmzﬂm,mmrin-

omﬁmmmmscmwmmmm
P31 .
11, Rooky Mountsin Jeyg, February 5, 18€0, p, 2.

12, Dhid., Fobruary 5y iESO, Pe 24 -

. Ouniem CLty, p. L. ke




mzmnmmmnmwmmmm.
During 1882 it was having one of the most wnpresedsnted booms
1n the Owmison comtry® Its min source of revems in later
 yoars was oflver and the early 90%s dealined as did tho prics
of ailvor, The Carter Mine'> for meny ysars after the turn of
mmmmmwmmmw,mmnmm
in 1%2. More recently the purchase of the Carter Mins, as
m1>uotbnrmn1ngmm,haomﬁnmthegb1dpeo—
MMINWNMMIMMW‘dW
to Ohto City,16

PARLIN'S RANCH

Farlin's Ranch was begun es s deiry ranch by Johm Parlin,
It wms located at tho confluence of Quoarts Creek and Tomichd
Creok, During 1880 a post office was ostablished, three etores
were ted, and a “subst. 1® hotel was built and put into
operation, 17 It was here that the Denver and South Park and
tho Rio Grendo net and ran on parallal tracks to Cumison. 4n
interesting stary says that John Parlin gave the Demver end
South Park the right of way through his property on the condie
tion that their trains would stop next to his dairy so that .
‘mmmmommmrumu
I R et s adam wloh s closwre rro=

d\mdnw'thwrddmmwormotmmrymm.

%-m‘y}mmun March 22, 1351, p. 1.
17.mmmu;mr8:m:m2.
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glass of m1k.,1® It was hoped at ons time to ersot a large
toun bore and it was proposed to smrvey a tounsite, though 1t
mmmrdme.m
vas tho business brought from surrounding ramches, Parlin, es
1t is known today, 1s no larger than it wag in 1820s a general

store, som tourist cabins, and a school.

Thsmmmarmthm,nnw,

GURITSN
Qunnison scted a5 the hub for tho mry mining districts
in the swrounding hills. It bad been incorporsted as a city
10 1890, and had a reparted populaticn of about 5,500 people
0 1822,% Qwmison in 1882 could boast of two daily neuse
papors, the Dally Mews-Doncorsy and the Gumnisen Daily Roviow-
Prosg; two yailrosds, the Denver South Park and Pacific and
the Deaver and Rio Grandes™ & gas and water vorksy a tolephons
systom; a hack systen that thoy hoped to displace Ly & street
car aystom;? as well as reny new places of business.> Gumison

18, Poor, Domor South Park, p. Ml
19-&@&1&&@% lovenber 23, 1380, p. 2«

Rocly
Howntadn Howg, Yovember 23, 1380, p. 2. "ot a litile
excitaront has arrison at this point over tho rmmor that
the Rio Crande pooplo were to make this (Jack's Cabin) and
not Gumison City the metropalis of the Cunnisen country.
It has boen a diverging point and headquartors for froightors
and prospectors ever since the Gumison excitement broke oute
The location for a city 1 cortainly a good one."

22, The first line for Gunnison's street car cystem was to start
at the Donver and South Park depot and followed New York
Avenuo east and then cut over to thq Court licuse. According
to several residents the line was laid, but never used,

B Al man FR b e P
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was claimed by many to be second only to Domver in Colorado
nhiwwhmo.u

Gunnison was situated on & sloping plain near the junow
t4on of Tontohd Crook and the Gumiscn River, It vas from
here that Gunnison drained the rich mining £iclds of Tin Cup,
m;;;;m, Poverty Gulsh, Gothis, Crested
Butte, Spring Creek, O-Bo Joyful, Slate River, Elko, Scofield,
Sheep Moumtain, Silver Basin, Dark Canom, Washington Gulch,
Rock Croek, Brush Crosk, end many other camps kying north of
Gumnison and in other outlying areas in the vielnity, inang
Gumison's othor maturel ad wers antivasite end bitwme
nous coal beds stretehing fron Grested Butte to Mot Carben.
It was proposed many times to make Gumison the Pittsburgh of
the Vest boosuse of the accessibility of ecal, 1ms, and fran
ore Tuming sixty to eighty per cont of mtallle fran.>

Anothor of Gumnison's attributes was the faot that bailde

ing stone could be obtained frem the 108 not far from the

wm.x The Denver and Rio Grande built a spur line to the

Abordeen Quarry sowth of Gunnison. Material from this quarry
mmdfwmemhnﬂm&m&hucgptmmm.
Within a fev miles of Gunnison were large bodies of olay cuit-
able for mking bullding rickss Ry 1882 four hrick yards wore
m-mmmm.mwnrzs.m‘%.mz

25, Quudson G, pe 27.

26, mm..p.v. mnwmanmqmnvat

yaumty produced granitos

1

g




4n operation putting out 400,000 hricks por woek,2V

mmwmmmun}mnhnam,
offering a climte with dryvdr,olonrandb!mj_.ngu "Tha

© inter clmte 1 simply dolighteul. The thermomoter often

nmholwum,mmmhnodrynmmn, that the
Gddinmbfelt,mmmmlmlthmwm-
mmmmmwummm.cmwww
above 18

Gunnisan begen 1ts cercer as a boon town with the usual
garblers, girls, pr , and fortine seekers, after the
mammnm&s,xumhdrmmmwm
m]lndms,mtﬂamm,ﬁs}dngmdmm,m
later Western State College. It now becars a town of Pgube
Mﬂdwmwmwdm.

A% pavoumiR®
oo

Balévis wis located at the funotion of the Damvor ad  ©
South Park's spur lines to the Maldvin and Kubler mines. The
amwmmmuwmuﬂumm,
at the nearty Elk Mountains large amounts of big gare were

27. Gimison Gity, p. 30.

28, Ibide, pe 7.

29. Baldwin was ordginally called Castletan, the name was
changod in 1883, and was ocalled Baldvin aftor tho late
private secrotary of A. A. Egbert, Suporintendent of the
Colorado Division of the Union Puoific Railrced. It was
hoped that tho doceased man's fathery Judge Baldwin, of
Qmaba would make large investments at Baldwin, Sunnigon

s WLy U i s D0 3 &nd &,

Lkl LUl WIS PAaco vad caddod iie Garoan and Alpine,




found and frosh mountain trout was taken from Anthracite

Croak. Thn coal mines in the area were osmed by the Denver
and South Park end were operated by the railroad for a short
tim, lator thess minos were operated by tho Rooky Mowrtain
Puol Gapary.”® A% ane t4me thore vere extenstve oale ovans
hore and the ninea at the time wera produsing G600 tons of

coal a day. At tho prosent time thess oconl mines at Baldwin
have boen closed and have not beon in operation far several

years,

. Tho Elk Homnteins rarked the end of the westuard onstruo=
tion of tho Denver South Park and Pasifie Railroed. As the
touns alang this narrow gauge line failed, the railroad also
doolined, Bventual abendonment of the rTad vas inevitable with
the doclins of businoss and the shift of populstion to other
ercas, This phese will be disoussed in Chapter V.

30, Poory Donyer Soutdt Fark, pe 445.

e




CHAPTER IV

‘THE OPERATICN OF THE GURNISCH ERANCH OP THE
DEXVER S80UTH PARK AND PACIFIC

The tl of the Gumni Branch of the Denver

South Park and Pacific were closely allied with the oparw
ations of the other lines of the railrced. There are sever—
8l footors to be considered with the operations of the line:
the controlling interost of the Unlon Pacific prchased from
Jay Gould, the types of freight haul by the railrced as its
main source of y the her b ds d by the

1irs on the Divide, and the "family type" of exwursions the
railroad offered to the people of Gumison and the

ing area,

Jay Gould and his associate Russell Sege began a schome
to consolidate the Union Pacific, the Kansas Pacific, end tha.
Colorado -Pacific-in 1873, They made overtures to the South
Park in the hope of gaining & conmecting link with Leadvilla,
Gould gained his foothold in the by the purchase of &

' ons-fourth intorest in the South Park Construction Company which
wan associated and cmed by the mon of the South Park. Gould

also offered his backing in building the line to Leadville, but
tho business of the railroad had becoms’ so good ty this time that

POV ——
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wmmnma."

mwmm&mgthmumrmm,

ths Kansas Pacific, the Donver Pacifis and Golorado Cenbral
1ines, and since he ouned & largs part of the Danver and South
Park be docided to obtain the absolute control of the systom.
Evans refused every offer of Gould's exvept & "lamdred cents
on the dollar". Could asswmed control of the Demver and South
Park during Jamuary, 1280, The South Park used the 1ines of
ths Denver and Rio Grande wntil the Joint Oporations Agresmnt
vas rovoked by the latter,?

mmnwcomndmudwt&nfwnmwm
ﬂnmmtwthmhudtheﬂmmm&dmhvn
statement of Jay Gould'ss T

llxﬁm&mmlﬂamm .:!

linos, or purchasing samo. This will keep a i
compotitive road out. This fasder systen ypro= !
tocts and holds their territory...The smount of i
business that the Seuth Park was bringing out il
to give some Eastern road wos very great. It {
also furnished a rarket for a very large anount il
of Kansas produsta. In the mineral country,
Mmmtobrﬁxginmthingthvm.’ i

Is Fronk Hall, History of the Stato of Colorado, Vol. IV, pe55
Chloagos Hlaksly Rrinting Compary, 1895¢ To bo knovm horos
after as Hall, Golorado. Y

2. fiall, Colorady, Pe 55. ¥

3. Poor, Donvor South Park, p. 198, Jay Gould was first and d

* alwys & financier, apm:m.-thtg in ratireads. He h:;t: J':rg. IH
Lol

intovent in tho nion Preif4s, the Kanaas Paaifie

e 14 Jg U 1 M Lor an
Clieliald (il FOTE DOGGY LoP nimsolf regerdloss of the good
of tho road,

o




Gould realized a prafit of $629,120,26 ky the resale of the
South Park to the Unton Pacifts,? who could prafit by the
cmt:ﬂ.ntﬂllsnnsunfoedortoihm The pur~-
chmdmummmmhhwbmhumﬂcm
tition rathor than to tmpwove and expand the South Park. The
palioy of the Unfon Pacifie vas to diserininate azatngt the
short haul In favar of the long heul,’

mmmmmmmntmm
during the yeers from 1820 o 1885, They preduosd huge encuts
Wmdnﬂm,gﬂd,lm.andﬂm.ﬂnhtwmmm
totng found 4n veins vith the proctous mtals.S The business
tmmmﬂmnwﬂntltmtmﬁhm
mmwmmnmmmnm
%ammmmmmemmammuuu
mmmmmmcmmwmm
mouts here,o7 Tho Baldvin aines in 1983 were shipping seven car
Motmlaw&hﬂhmlﬁmhﬁdm,mdm“
mtmm“ummhm,muummmthtm
Mmﬁhmm.s Despite the good business that the
aniumamnprvﬂded,ﬂulhlmmmldhglwm
4. Poor, Tonor outh Tavk, pe 199,

3¢ Poory Op. Cite, p. 274e
6. Tho Gumiloon Datdy Rovisu-Pross tells ropeatedly

7o Qumnipon Dally Revieww Soptenber 13, is83, p. 3.
8. Tbid,, Septemver a, 1%&;. 3 o
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oonsideration to the traffioc from Gunnisen and followed a
pdjqot"lomthmg'nthrun-lwm_w
ym.g'

Gumison had heralded the arrival of the Denver and Scuth
Park as an event which would pramise a great future for the
nowntain commmitys

o o Jihia newly comnleted line brings to memory

in vivid contrast the days of stage coashes and

- eirowitous and indireet railwny routes and cone
motions, and woll rrefaces other substantial

banefits as a result of the complotion of the

mgnificent Union Pocific railway systom to this

rich Gumison valloy,i0
mmmammmmm:wnmw
wmomwﬁmmwttomuv. The Union
Pecific system of railweys had been welcomed as a compoting
1ink with all the important conters of traffis which would
mummumwwmm
routs to such pointa,’l The 1ins bocsne instond a pmm of big
buginess intarests. The South Park after 1887 was constently

in the hands of a receiver.

Ratter than extending the Denver acd South Park to Truwin
and Ruby, the company negotdated for a stage line to camnsct
with the roed at Baldwin,J2 The eoutemplated stage 1ine wao
formally established August 6, 1883, and was to take passengers

9. Gunizon Roview-progs, July 20, 1809, pe e
10, Daily jiown Domoarsty Septenbor 2, 1882, b 8.

o
© Sk Mk, S iR AUGUSTY by L3 Pe Be




- 2 P

ance @ day from Baldvin to Irvin and Riby, > The intredmetion

- of this 1iro mde the quickest trip for travelers from Gunnisen
totboaenindngcam.u

By the end of 13833, there was more demand for Baldwin coal
than the miners could produse. Tho payroll of the nine had
doubled in & month's time and still the amownt produced was ine
suffiodont to meot tho demand. A great deal of the ooal boing
produced g used by the railread, and mmh of the ccal was
boing taken to the arnlters at Leadville and Golden,l® The
Baldvin mines contimued to produce largs quantities of coal ad
ty 1958 vore shipping 500 tons per day, >

Ths line from Baldwin also carried loads of lwder. The

* first of these loads of lwiber was taken out in Angust, 1383,

and provided another sourcs of traffic for the railroad.l?

The Donver end South Park again fostered the hope that its
1ino would be extended to Irvin,’® Sovernl of the officers of

L. Gurdson Lally fevioy-Props, Awgust 6, 1563, Pe 4e

14 Ibide, August 11, 1533, p. 8. Tho fare on the line was
2.7 to Delduin and roturn, §4.00 round trip to Irwin,

15, Ibid., Septomber 11, 1883, p. 26

16, Ibid., August 9, 1888, p. 1.

17, Ibid., August 23, 1893, p. 1.

18,.In & veprint from tho Silver iiordd (Lake City, Coloredo)
the Gumison Badly Roviowe) » July 20, 1833, p. 1, it
was reported that the Uanver and South Park wes rekihg proe
liminary surveys to Cobolla and lake City, “Courapey
citizens, San Juanoral Our day is dewning, Hang on,
abide with us, lal , minors, mon, old-ti
and new comers. Lake City will bo the best towun in the

I
H
'
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the 1ine cams to Guwmison in 1883 to look for e prospective
routo to tho region, It was hoped that the business from
Baldwin would give impetus to the proposed projest, but again
ho 4dea L1l through.’? The raflrced in 1883 vas comcentra-
mxummmmmtmumczuhmmmhm
Boreas Pasa to Leadville,?® because of its loss of the wse of
the Rio Grande tracks, The Demver and Rio Grunde had given
the necessary six months notice for discontimmnce of the
Joint Operations Agreement shortly after the Scuth Park hod
been token over by the Union Pacifie, They later entered suit
against the Union Pacific in the Distriot Cowt of Colorado
mmmmummmmmmmfcmm
and nine months, AfY they asked d of $350,000 fram
mmmtezumwmnmhmm
50,2 Tho great burst of mintng exsiterent that had struck
Gumison passed avay after 1883 and had died out almost entircly
by 1885, :

¥hile it 15 true that many superior mines of gold

end silver wero discovered and meny extensively

oponed, distence from , transpartation

charges, the collapse of local reducticn worias,

disappointoent in not finding vast bods of carbone

ate ores vorth millions, the severity of the winters

m, and tho day 1s not far distant," Later the Roriowe

August 13, 1833, p, 2, ran this item, "Rocent movoe
monts of tho Union Fueifio folks, both in Loadville and
other points, would soem to indicate that the South Park
rmd}n.aitsmtlmey-mungmabaplglm«usmman.
If so, Gumison will prove a dangsrous rival for Pushlo and

Narrpaw, hath $n onlédne and fammarea T dam B Aa faw

' ¥ rned Wils projost no

S

100

1.
21, J0id., Soptembor 28, 1583, p. 2

Daily ReviewmProng, Augst 17, 1383, p. 2.
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ummnmmmummkurupzmrw
investront, togethor with the goneral deoline of
inumatn!‘tarthoblwm::hmklmmhh
mm,gleowimdtohﬂmabwkdmimm
Gumison, : . ;
mwtmdmﬂodwmmmmdmu
Ingnlyufthmutboutmuqumn. They refused
tomrkmﬂuoopmhdndmcndmuudthahmtmm
thshopoofﬁzﬁingmlthuitb]itmwnotﬂ’m. "They were
nolther builders, laborers nor prodwers, simply drift.sd The
mwmuavuxnmmmmmmmmm

& handfvil of “sturdy worksrs®,

This shift in population and the decline of mining woudd
naturally have affected the traffie of the Demver and South Parks
there would be less demand for products in Gumnison, and still
le3s to be hauled from the territory, In addftlon to this direi-
culty, the railrond had the ever presemt problem of bad weath
on the Continental Divide, ( 3

nmwarudd&cmmnumattblimmﬂ'
mmwwupmMe,thmmmm.am
of diffioulty for the railroad, After the road began operation
tho troublo contdnuod. The first wirter that the line cporated
hmghmmmmﬁu,tabylm,lm,tham
had begun %o fall in great amounts,® The Denver anl South Park
2. G 3 T

ST

233, Jamuary 3, 1233, p. 3,

i



mtmwmmm.nmm.mamm
between Hancock and the tumel. Thoy had to rush the construo-
umandh_wmvmmumrbcmummum.z

By the niddle of Jamuary, 1833, the traina were rumning
hours behind sohedule and as the Daily Roviow-Press summd up
the situstions *It is evident that a terrible storn 1o reging
o the rongo",? ihen these bed storms struck the divido, 1t
required the use of three engines to exoss the range. By the
tuentisth of Jamusry, fraight trains vere abandoned bocause of
the storms, 27

MMWﬂammmnfhrﬁn&nnhM,
wmmmuu.mw@mmlywmmg
ﬂnﬂmm.m It was rumored several times that the
Danver and Rio Grande would oporate the Denver and South Park
1ines botween Baldwin and Pitkin “while the S. P. entars ita
hols (Alpine Twmel) and pulls the hole in after itself far the
winter,n??

The inability of the Demver and South Park to keep the line
opan over the Divide meant that during four to aix months a year,
the raflrcad was restricted fn itu busi to local trade. One

25, Qundaon Dally Rovicu-Proqs, Jamiary 3, 1063, p. 4e
26. Ibid., Jamury 17, 1883, pe he

27, Ibide, Jamary 18, 1983, p. 1. 5

28, Jbid., January 20, 1883, p. 2.

29. Ibid., Sentember 10, 1837, w. 1.
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of the warst acoidents to befall the 1ine coourred the follow
ing winter oa March 10, 1884, as & result of the tremondous
suou-fall that seasan,0

On the evening of March 10, 1884, at about six o'clock,
an avalanche of mnow and ice destroyed the little toun of ;
Woodstock, A1l the buildings of the settlerent were svept
susy with the alido. Woodstock wes about three miles from
the western portal of the Alpine Twumnel near the two large
cwrves just below the mountaing as tracks wound to the sumdt i
of the rangs. The slopes of the mowntains ted previously
-beon covered with a heavy growth of pine, but this stand hed bl
been cut by the railroad for use in construction, and left tho :
mountaineide bere and espeoially susceptible to the alides,’t i

A% the time of the aceident, there were no engines availe i
sble in Cunnison, &3 thay had all been “anowsd in® at Baldwin,32
and not mtdl foxr days after the accident vere the trains shle °
%o moke their way to Woodstock. Iy that time thirteen bodies
had been recovered from the alides thay were J. D. Brown, |
Gearge Alexander, Mike Shea, Joosph Cassvell, James Trecy, one
. unidentdfiod mn, Andrew Dayle, Christopher Dayle, Martin Dayle,
Katis Dayls, Maroellia Doyle, and Maggie Dayle. The last six
of the dead vere the children of a Mrs, Doyls, a widow, vho
ool e

o 2B3dey Hareh liy s9 Pe de
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m.bmﬂmmmmmm.tmm. The
dmummem-nunrm. Five poople were taken
alive Lroa the enow, Mrs. Dayle, Miss Dillan, nelos of Mra,
Dayle, and three railroad workers, Peter kallpools, Walt Fals,
and iugh Alexander, Mise Dillon hed been fomd standing
anong the timber that had been carrded down by the alide and
covered by the anow, Sho had besn wnder the anow about £iftoen
howsa when she was discovered, and had become quite weak frem
acporre. B

e vork of digging out the slide went an for forty-oight
hours vithout stopping, The infured were taken to Pitkin by
slod end cared for by the peopls thare. The town of Hoodstook
was almost conpletely abendonsd after the slide, Drifts and
mouslides contimed to harass the raflrosd In this section
dminetbrﬁlaﬁngmnmdmwrmmmmm
othor sreas of the Gumison region.”> 5

The fallowing winter the Alpine Tamnel was closed because
of tha anow. In many subsequent seasons the twmel could not
b reoponed wntil Jme ar later, o It wamm't mtil Septouber,
1285, that the South Park line into Gunnison wes opened again
for trate1o, 37
23, Qimaioon Dolly Dovi m)ﬁn&hﬂ,ml.

34e Ihide, Mareh 13, 1534, p. 1.
35, Ihid., threh M, 1884, p. 1.

36, PAntar Morbode aee  ny 3, 1897, p. 7.

37 op LUl > Do Jo
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a During the years that the Denver and South Park cporated

under its original name, or until it wvent into the hands of &
receiver, 1t acted as an integral part of the commmity. Free

Wmmummmmﬂm

trains for tho citizens of Cumnison, and while euch trips were

& Bource of revenus they mede the line more a pert of the come

mmity life. There were special clarch exoursions and thoss

mndmmmlm,ormmmm

type of exmursion.

Omo such exouraion vas held on the fourth of July, 1583,

for the ce!

of that holiday, and in order that the

eitizens of Cummiscn could become better acquainted with the

new Baldwin line,

38

mmmmmaw

wmm,mmmomrmmmm

mmmuumm.” Thoy were also taken on a

s

tour of the Dldwin conl mines, Large groups of pecplo wemt
an thess tours offored by the railrosd. The South Park
maﬂ:&tandum&almmtwo.hmmum.t‘crua
#Jocky Club Races” in Demver, and for specisl expositiona ar
wmwwmumummumgmm“ The
nﬂwmtmmtmuhiumdmmumtoum
spocdal rates for conventions ar othor special occasions.

38, o Progd, Juwiy 3 mxs Pe 1
S D R b i

m ™A, Iwiv 3, 1883, v, L.

wor 13, s Pe Je
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Imedintely after the Union Paoific hed taken over the
Denver and South Park, it had instituted s policy in favor
of the lang haul to utilize the 110 as a fosder to the Unlon
Pacifie. In applying their new palicy, they paid 1ittlo ate
tontion to *tho roads' peouliarities end the difficulties
which the ouners had ntered in obtaining and hold

ustnass 2 0ns of thetr palictes which vas to bring ruln
to the Gunnison branch wos the 1on of the
wwmwgdwnmsmam
MMMW&WM Tha inftial survey
ted boen taken, 4 mmuma«."mmm
bed Boen. prrohased, 2

#nother policy or schems directly affecting the Gunnison
brmnoh was the cheap hauling of fusl from the Missouri River
to Leadville, There was a dollar per on hauling charge on
the fual to Donver, and no charge from there to Leadvills,
From 1890 to 1284, the Denver and South Park showed great profit,
86,644 por mile, bt from kB8, wntil 1889 tho line showod great
oy

424 Poor, junver Soubh Farks pe 274.
43, Thess plans had boen suspended with the oomplotion of the
1ino to Daldwin in 1882,

Lhe M.Agmv, Denver end Rio Grande Davelopmont, p. 22

45, The old grading of tha Denver and South Park still exists
on vhat is today knowm as Suarpyy Pass ebove Baldwine

46, Poor, Demyor South Pe 277 °

47, Poory Op. Gitey PP 21 .

: 3



45

In ¥ay, 1837, the Farmors Loan & Trust Company of Hew
!mkmwrmcbnummmammwmmm
. Denver and maked that a receiver bs eppointed forr the Donver
ardSo\xthPark.m The following October, the holders of the
consolidated bonds of the Kensas Pocific instituted suits
demwwmumammdtw
ﬁn&rmmluﬂfm’ﬂn&r“mamtingmivu‘. These suits

cans a8 & Tosult of the railroad comdission's investigation in
i obher cameoting branches of the 1ine? In November, the
rmimdﬂpdwwmmhmkmmplmm.m
Mﬂuaﬂnmmmmyﬂ,m,thm,mm
mm,mrmmmmmhmm
Yappan, W. K. Hollister, and Pranois L. Leland, representing
tho bondholders of the property.>> Immeditely after the sale,
the Unfon Pncifis asserted its suthority in the matter and filed
mwmmmrumm,wmhmm
Rativay Conpary.o® From that tine on the Donver, South Park
and Pacific as such, no longor existede

muuchswmmumwmm,mmuﬂ
'mmiammtedtmttmm'aobjoumtommeﬁn
Denver, South Park and Pacific. The eapital stock of the new

7B+ Toor, Dawier Saih Lais Pe 20

49, Cunnidgon loview-rregs, October 20, 1887, pe 2.
50, Ibid., Hovember 27, 1337, e le ;
51, Toide, July 20, 1859, pe Le

52¢ Ihidey JUIY 20, 18895 pe Lo

e St i e
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mmmnu,ooo,om.” The incorporators of the
new 1ine vere officers and associates of the Union Pacifis,

It was hopod in Gumison that the sals would result in
botter mnagement which would improve the road, and that come
potition would again bring down the freight mrices. "The Rio
Grande Dxpress Company has been 'einching' our peoplo most wme
‘mercifully in its charges for express.">> Wiet the peopls of
Guanison futled to roalise vas tho fuct that the Domver and
South Park wis under the samy mnagement although 1t didatt

have the sarme name,

The year after its sale and renaming, tha South Park wes
under the omntrel of & now corparstion, the Unfon Prcific Demver
& Culf Rallugy 53 This comeny was 1 with
the Union Pacific and ita subsidfariss. By this tine the Unim
Pacifis controlled all the local lines in Colorado that thoy
could roach, The menagement of the South Park sontimed the
policy that bad pr 1y boen d bty diserd inst
the short haul. The repeal of the silver purchasing section of
the Sherman Aot in 1893 wrought havoo with mamy of the mines
vhich shipped over the Seuth Park. Tho repeal of this act would
most oertainly have a strong effsst on a railvoad whoss prinoiple
haul was ore, wvhich was partioularly trus of both the Gunnison

53, uiniag Heview-Doa, Wy 20, 1689, pe 1o

Bhe suusy LUk LULud olilie Pe @00
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and leadville branchea of the road. The railrcad lost i
heavily after this poriod and again wemt into the hands of

amum,mmmn,mml..% ¢

Tho Gunnison branch of the South Perk had seintained
mostly local business in the years from 1888 to 1894, far
during this time the Alpine Twmel had been alosed ky & cave-
in, wmﬂmﬁtmmm‘mmmwh
verouwted over Marshall Pass and carried hy the Denver end Rio

m.ﬂ

Hoatwqﬂmmdotomtbuydmmlmﬁlm
eiver Trusball®® took over the mnagemnt of the railrosd. i |
Vhen he came on a towr of inspection to 1n Ootobar, i
189, be 4 that the quastion of opening the Alpine Tune
nel had been brosched ab a board reeting held in Few York, The
board had been in favar of Tecponing the tumel, end proposed
%o begin the work of clearing avay the debris as soon as poa=
gible the Pollowing swmer. Trumbell also amnowwed thaty Wy  °

prinoiple instructions vere to out down expenses as mch ea 2
poasible in arder to bring the road on a paying basis,"”? vThe
palicy of Recadver Trumball ia that the entire 1ine shall pay
Warelouodaa."m Ons of the first acts of tho pew

8. Gunioo Txiiag, Soptomber 8, 1894, Pe ie

57, Poor, Donvar south Paxiy Pe 235-

58, Trumball’s interost in opening the line may have been af=
footed by the faot that he held part ijterest in the Balde 5
win mines. s L
dpebiiy e, Ordaben 20, 1994, p, 1. e i
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wmummm“mm-mm
numn.& Truwaball returned in Novenber to check on the
conditions of the road and amnounced in that short time that

thlﬂm-maapomumatum&

It was dotermined at that timo that the Alpine Tummel
0ould be revpened for several thousand dollars,™ vhile bow
fore 1% was thought that the minimun cost would be at least
s.zpo,pgn,b‘ mmawmmwwmm
following epring as somm as weathor conditions should permit,

*mnmm:mmmwmmw
vicusly because of & cave=in about 250 feet fron the castern
entrance. Inthintez'mingmmd‘trulmdmlmaﬂ
£11led a larger sectd The st ion of the tumel was
denigned so that each aprroach to ths smenit in the tumnel was
considorally up grade, the highest point being about the center
of the tumel., It was constructod in this remner to enshla the
large emount of water to drain from the intorior. Since the
cavo=in occwrred noar the castern entrance of the twmel, there
wmsmueormapemt&nunmandnbmhdupmrquh
-qmmuntm,mmmdwmmuw
aidefrmmingtbadabrla.“

6l. Guanison Iribupn, Septembar8, 1894, pe le

62. Ibide, Novomber 23, 18%, pe 1.

63, Ibid., Noverber 23, 189%, pe 1e

64, Jhid., Ostober 20, 1894, p. 1. >

65, 1bides Jume 14, 1895, p. 1o e
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In Jume, 1895, the vork of opening the tumel was begun,
Mike Flavin and Rathen Martends were selocted to suporvise
the work because they knew better than any cne else the exact
conditions in the tunnel and what would ba noedod for the job.
Those men were in a large ponsible for the decisl
to open the tummel, "for leading the receiver of the road to
becoms satisfled that 1t was an exveollent stroke of wisdom to
again open the Alpine Tumeal route.® It was through their

efforts that the line had stayed in operation cduring the years
&%

mmmmmmmm@wmnm.

Mike Flavin planved to aid the work by sending sn engiue
into the tunnel to syphon the water out so that operations conld
begin at both ends. Flavin failed to roalizme the danger of
such 2 move; the engino hed & very hard time keeping up stean
beeause 1t lncked ocxygen. The fireman hed to put on the blower
to correct the difficulty, Mike Flavin, Nothan Martenis, Michasl
Byrnes, and Elmer England had entored the tummel on the engine.
The gas fron the engine in the 1,800 foot tumel was too mch  °
for the mon, MNathan Martenis was found dead with his hand still
on tho throttle vhile tho engine had gone out of contrel and
Tun into the nearby debris. HMiks Ryrnes waa foud desd in
about two fest of water and Mike Flavin was dead at his post.
Elrer England was the only ono who escaped the deadly gas. s
wvas reccued by Andy Lejfune who had brought his miners to aid in

. Gungioon Lrime, June U, 1805 pe Le

His




the vark.67

Dospite this tragedy, the work on the tunnel contimeds
Traing were ruming through the twmel by the middle of July,
ad the managemont advertised the Alpine Tumal as the moot
seenie attraction on its route, The opening was celebrated
by & special tour coning from Denver for iabdng and sconis
stgita, :

During tho receivership of Frank Trumball, the South Park
operated at & profit, however, the bondholders of the road
worked to farm a new corparation and to renove the line from
roseivership, Their aim was accarmlished in November, 1898,
wion both the South Park and the Colorade and Qulf roads were
sold at suction, The two linos were merged under tho narm of
Colorado and Southerm, Frank Trumball, who had manoged the
road so ully during the Py wns retained aa
tha president of the new railrcad. "The new line haas excellent

£i i2l backing and %o becoma one of the most pwo=

L

grossive of western madl."69

Tho Colorade and Seuthorn fron this tim cantralled the
Pqld South Park® wmtil its sbendommmt boginning in 1910, Even
at this tine, the South Park had its troubles; the ever progent
woathor problen sti1l had to be met and proved to ba the final
undoing of the railrosd. .
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The Scuth Park's survivel was only & mtter of time,

1% rocotved & Mtranafusin® sbout the tumn of the cembury

when som doop, galdbesring quaTts veins, proviouwly over-

Yooked, brought a brief boam in tracfle,’” After this in-

% oxoase in trade dled out, it took only a emell cave-in in
mnmmlmwmwm;mmmm
ment to abandon that sootion of tho linse _ f

mmwmemiummxm&wmm
88 1ts main sowrce of revems the ore from the booming mining
w;wmmmmmmmm
sew-mille in Gumnison County, and soms eattle from the ranches.
The haul into tho district was made up mainly of food suppliss,
mw,wmlmhmﬂn,mduanmmfﬂe.
Pt as the mining dealined so did the revemss of tho railread.
vnso\mmrkmmum‘mw',mditdgmddm

this traffic for its livelihood.

= The Denver and South Park could boast of tho latest in
railroad eq ty Pullman sl , Horton chair cars, obe

mmﬂmmm.ommh.muum,mm.w |
mmwmmnmwrcmcum |

and pafety of passengers”, The 1ine wag over oighty miles the
HE shartest roube betwoen Denver and Gunndsas, e

The AU Sy AUy De be
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The Souvth FPerlk was roputed to maintain tho most
lururions service out of Donver, and tio ninors
of the poriod favored 1t particularly bocause
of the convonient racks for pokor chipo in the
smokers and tho presonce of & massive safe for
the accommodation of their surplus currency.’<

Despite ell the dreams of tho founders of the Denver
and South Park, its porloed of activity was short lived, All
tho enterprises that they had hoped would give life to the
railroad either failed to materialize or were chort lived after
they core into oxiatum/;e. The "get rich quick" idea had been
forermost in the minds of the majority of the people who came
to Gunnison, and whon wealth did not mterializo they loft as
suddenly as they had come.

It has often been seid that tho men of the South Park road
wore tough, for if they had not been their chance of lasting on
such a line as the South Park would have been slight. The hage
mmtmmmrmdmm&edémmwmwhm

have mde this true.

The Donver, South Park and Pacific faded into oblivion as

repldly as 1t had appeared.

72, Richard Loo Logen, The for the Aband
ment, of Railroads and Portions of Railroads in Colorado,
pe 47, (Mmstors Thesis), 1949, University of Colorado,
Bouldor, Colorado.
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THE ABANDOMINT GF TT GUMNISQN BRATICH OF THE
DEHVER, SOUTH PARK AiD PACIFIC RATLROAD

bm,mmmmmsm:mmm
of groatest activity during the esrly 1230%s, The boom
dayainm.uinghndmddsditsminmuafm,m
vhen mining dealined so did the railrond, Ancther factor in
its decline was tho nisuse of tha 1ine by the Miom Pacifie,
iﬂmmt*nrﬂmusaux;mmitawmmmm
1tmmomwmwwmem¢m
mmuwmuanmmm." Another
mmmummtmwwmmroummm
touns end loft after the mining mtabilizsd, The types of
mmmmmwusummmmmmmm
mining boom, The ab of the Gunison brench of the
Danwrandsmhhhrkmbeminlm,ﬂufoumimym
Moithr%mdmtmmloarﬂnmt&vumw
tm%lmdoaﬁmﬁmu\temmdmumﬁmthp\m-
chane in 1898,

1. "Anothor myatery connocted with the road has never bean
cleared up, Thes«:th?m-k]immam@t&wgrimiml
omors of the Domver wnfon depot. Somohow in the
1ts stock 4n tha depot commeny went astray, Aftor 1ts
&(‘fnirsvmsggindmtonmmlhmitxmfmmthat
the i:uth x-k'a dopot stook was rosting socurely in the
vaults of Union Pacifis," Sumdson leva Sharpien,
ber U, 1920, p. 1.
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The final blow which caused the abandonment was a small e

eave-in in the Alpine Tumnel Ootober 10, 1910, The cave-in
was of a minor nature,? bu} the Colorado ard Scuthern de=
cided at the time to close the tunnel for the winter. What
this actually meant was the perranent closing of the tumnel, a
move which cut the Quartz, Cumnisor and Baldwin sections from
the rest of the line, Arrangementa were rade to haul the ore i
from Pitkin and Ohio City and tha coal from Baldwin zections
out over tho Rioc Crande lines.’ It was provided that mixed H
trains would mm daily between Gunnizon and Pitkin and also i
Potween Buena Vista, St. Elmo, Fairplay, and Denver on tia saste
“ern end of the line. The Leadville brrnch of the South Park was '
aleo to ba closed. The tracks of the railrced eculd not be
torn up becausy both tha Alpime and Boreas secticms of tho trasks .

momndlvm{glgu.“ Thay wsre not removed until 1923,

Prior to 1920, railroads did not have to seoure the per-

mission of the Interstate Commerce Comuission to abanden sestions

o

of their lines, thersfore these sections of the line were abendoned

at the dissretion of the Colorado and Southern,” f

The abandorment of tha Denvar and South Park vas s particularly

2, .Poor, Denyer South Park, pe 336.
3. Tho rapidity with which the railroad officials made this move
would losd one to believe that it had been contemplated for
some time,
4+ Gunnison News-Champion, September 14, 1910, p. 1. {
5. Poor, Dguver South Laxk, p. 386. L
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hﬂblwtothutﬂamotmmamtormnmw
vided the shortest route by almest a hundred miles to Demver,b
This meant pounds lost on their cattle. All traffic going in
and coming out had to be taken over the Rio 01‘:.!:6..7 If the
mmrmmwmxmdanmdtompmrudam, there
was the possibility of through traffic from the Western Slope,
This would have required s seventy-five mile extension of the
line,nchmgotothebrmdgnug-,nnd-mhmuﬂona-bdf
mile tunnel under Alpine. According to the News-Champion, the
1ine was missing the greatest industrial opportunity of ths time
by not connecting with the repidly doveloping agricultural
comtry west of Cunnison. The certainty of the coal, cattle,
bay, fruit, mail, and passenger traffic would have made the oute
lay slight in comparison with ultimate return.®

e frgtepeebes A e o

railroad to the ing bsfore them. We

admit it has been 1ike a voice in the wilderness, but

the necessity is here and the opening 1is before the °

railroad,”
Despite the opposition to the closing of the line, the section
from Quarts to Hancock was abandoned in 1910, The following year
th mtimorthemdhmmmismtohrnnmshndm.d
m:mmmuonnruunmrmuemwmsw-
tirely disoonneoted from the rest of the 1ine.® This segnent
6. Gunniscn lowe~Chanpign, September 14, 1919, Pe 1.
7. Ibld., September 14, 1910, Pe 1.
8. Ibid., September 14, 1910, p. 1.

9. Ibid.. Santambaw 17 1090 =,

dommant of Rallvoad, p. 125,

-~
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of the line was taken over and operated hy the Denver and Rio g
Grande, Tho Denver and Ric Grande pald their own operating
exponses, but the Colorade and Southorn paid the taxss on the
1ins, and 814 not rocetve any rent for the use of the 1ne.,
Tho rails on tho section from Cunnisan to Parlin were taksn
w tn 2023.12

Tho rails on the section from Quartz to Hancock were also
13

taken up in 1923. These sesctions of the railroad had been

abandoned prior to Interstate ion requir

80 no cause had to be given for their sbandonment. In 1921, the
Qolorads and Southern applied to ths Interstate Commarce Com=

atssion for | on to abendon the section from Masme o
" Hamoook which also included the section to Duna Vista. Fer-
misaton to abandon this 1ine was granted in 1923, and the ‘
tracks were removed in 1926. i

mmlmmmnnMMmopmﬂbyﬂanvgr
and Rio Grande until 1934, That year the Colorado and Southsrn
and the Denver and Rio Grande filed o joint petition to abendon
that section of the 1ine.)® Permission was grentod, loaving
Balduin as the only section of the South Park atill in operation. !

Mpmimefmckmichhdbommnﬁodwmmnmm

Inorstalo Conrerce Conrdgodon Reportd, vols 193, pe 44l
To bo Jnown heroaiter as I« C. G« Ropartde

12, Poor, jonver South Fazks pe 389

13, Poory Qpe Glties Pe 359

Y, T, 0. B Rememba, wel, 82, v, 31

15« Jhides « Lidy Pe 337




Rio Grande since 1911, was hased from the Colorado and
Smﬂm-ninlm.m

ﬁeﬁntmﬁmﬁmthﬂhﬂu&lﬂmﬂmﬂnm
over Alpine, between Quartz and Rancock, This was enly a
distance of 13.5 mles’’ but it was Inportent s a comecting
link with the rest of the line, The reasens gliven for the
abandonment: vere the adverse weather canditions on the Divide,18
Bad perated to the d of the railroad becanse
uumuammmmmdmmmm
months and often lasted into the swawmr, "ihile operating ex-
penses on normal narrow gauge 1lines are roundly three times as
nahaammndxnlm,thmwmnﬁm
Mmmhb);ﬁuﬂmumt.‘”

mmmﬂmtogomﬂ;tmhmmmo
Gunnison which ran parallel with the Rio Grande tracks. Since
mmnmmmmm.mmmmm
and Southern gave as their reason for the abandonment, insufe
flofent business to maintain the roads The lack of buainsss
and the compstition was said to have caused the Coloredo and

Southern to "capitulate* .2.0

That portion of the track from Meoune to Hancook was next
164 X0 Co . Bmm, vol. 221.p.337.

"'7 Ym«

. of Paflroads, p. 128,

1o
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on the list for abandanment. According to the Colorado

and Southorn roport on this seotiom, it had been kept in
operation for tho benofit of ceveral mines near fancock.
Those mines provided the only traffic for the reilroad from
. that area. The mining had suffered a severe dopression dure
ing World War ¥, and had never recovered sufficiontly fron
this blow to give the railrced enough traffic to maintain the

2
road,

The total populetion served by the railmoad in this avea
ancwnted to only 993, of vhish all bub 90 1ived 4n Buema Vista,
The Colorado and Scuthern reported that tho pecyls in the area
4id 1ittle to patronize the lins. Anothor argumnt offered by
tho rallroad was that this partion of line was entirsly fsalated
fron the rest of the rallroad since tho esetion east of isome
I had already been abendoned, >

o

| The Colorado and Southern stated that operating revemws,

1n 1922, had anounted to §5,813, while cperating costs end taxos

. woro 859,452, During that yesr only 1,865 tons of are had boen

[ - carried, aven though the raflroad had offored a Pifty cents por
i ton reduction on any ore being shipped to Leadvills, S

The Colorado and Southern contendsd that the rallroad bed
| could be easily converted to a road and hat the ore takem from

Rie fo Lo Be oy y VUle Gdy Pa Jde

dop Vile Gdp je Ilie

')3, rh;(-", vol 82, p, 311,




this area eould readily bo hauled by wagon or trusk to Nathe

mvmitoaﬂdbolod.dmmnmvwnndMom.u

‘The Int t Conzxission granted p on the
d provided for the sband of this secti
Appligation for the aband of the Parlin to Quarta

1ine was made by the Denver and Rio Crande and the Colorade
and Southorn in 1933, This was the section of line which exe
tended through the vallsy of Quarts Creck. The principal
stations in this avea wore Ohio City and Pitkin, neither of
which were agency stations. Ohio City bad a population of 72,
and Pitkin hed a populatiom of 228, The total population merved
by the railread in this ares wms 465.

There ware several gold and silver mines In the avea, houe
over, with the excoption of one, mome of thess mines shipped
on the rallrcad. This ons mine shipped two to five car leads
of concentrates a week. It was noted by the Intorstate Come :
merce Comxission that there were very good possibilities for
Jwrber in the area, though thess had not been developed suf=

ficiently.

The arguronts of the two railroads were that the lire was
laid with 35 and 40 pound rails which wers chout 50 years olde
The reils wore so worn and bant that they would require

e R g T

25, Juldey vale o Jode
20 asics FVSe b0 %
20, Ziides vole 123, pe 3336
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replacerent, added to the faot that the banks of the roadbed
wors badly eroded, Tho cost of repatr and replasement would

bo at loast §162,158, Priar to 1931, trimeldy train service
had bean affered to tho aves, but this had boen oxtvemsly

- Qiffiont to mintain 1 of weather conditions during

the winter nonths, The reilrcad also oantended that though
there was mowe lumbor buminess in the area and some mtal cros
were belng taken out, this bustness had steadily been deolining.?’

The figures as pr ty the Colorado and Sout! and
the Domwer and Rio Grande showed that the line had a net daficit
of §32,649 for the previous year, and similar deficits for the
preceding years. The operating expanses for the 1ine ware
$17,77, and the taxes on this section amounted to $19,365. Reove~

e for that year amounted to $4,490 for this soctian of the
z'and.23

The line of the railroad was pavelleled by a road, so it
was exgued that trucks could successfully handle any of the trvanse
portation needs of the area. The railroad also cantended the
smmal dofloits were reason enough for the abandanmont of the
1imm, and that in future years if it oontimmed to oporate, tho
daficit would be oven lsrger becauss of the meed for repairs on
tho line. Permission wes grantad for the abefidonment and the

Ce w3 o L0y De dite
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ratls vore removed in 1934.7

In July, 1937, ths Rio Grande petiticned the Duterw
,muwwmtwmmwmmm
qinmmhdtmﬁdmudo@Soutmmwmdm
a;;amtingsimelm. By the Mwmﬂ,mcﬂm
mdonmlSmthommtomnuhhhuMocmndsuuhni-
mwtmmmmmmwmmmlm,mm
cdmmsmsmmtomeiwmmpmﬂeﬁdmm
up during the o-laying of the 1ime.”’ Tuls move of the Colo-
mdoandsﬂmmmtomturallumamcmmumit
Mﬁwmmﬂww&ﬂum,mmm {
Pacific. mmwmmmmmtrmmm
mm&tbommuﬂmﬂli’nﬂﬂmbadmw
wfmcelumdnmdmthsm. Arwufthemmkimamca»
wrwdwmmdm,wﬂnommmw. The only jil
Mdthismnwmlhsemhfmmmtmmm
dmaddrmdbda.mﬁwmm“mnﬂﬂ:md
unpmmmmwhwnwm&umm. For then,
itwmwmﬁmwwticmdm

'ﬂmhsalwmm-qmstimmtbm&nwd
mpaoplamwhudui\mﬂnnimadu to whether abane
daxmntoftheummpull:/w. Was it a question of
niamanagerent? Did tho railroad fail to take advantage of the

29. I. G- G. Doportss vole 193, P 338, -




]

opportunities that it might have had to run at & profit? Or
mi&,umdﬂmw,:mtnobsmtwﬂxﬂm—
clers in New York?

It can be noted that the Denver and South Park was not in
debt at the time its manegement was taken over by the Unlon
Paoific but as the years passed, it fell deeper and despor
into debt. To answor this quostion, one would have had to lnow
mtmindmumd-ofﬂnnﬂrmdm. Was this debt
$noirred bocause business was insufficient, or beceuse the rail-
road did nothing to promote its 1ine? The railrcad was in debb
when it was abandaned by the Colorado and Southorn and had been
8o over since it had been p d by that .

The abandonment of the Denver, South Park and Pacific
hrmghttcuolnmaaotﬂmmtcoluﬁlmammmm
of the State of Colorado and in the settlemert of the frontier.
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