he extreme south end of the Cripple Creck District is
The great mines such as Stratton's Independencs
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FOREWORD
At the dawn of the twentieth century, the
great. Crippie. Creek-Vietor mining district was
one of the liveliest, most prosperous places on [t
face of the earth
Gold worth over su« 000,000 was mined there
: population of the camp w.
55000, Some 8,000 men wore emploved
at 475 m\m- " The monthly payroll amounted to
$900,000
Because of its unusual name, the city of

le Creek got the attention. But most of the
gold came from 3

in 190
more i
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Yictor, in 1893, was & town of flimsy, falsefronted pine buildings. This was the business

Drinking s scarce in early Victor. Thiry

el "Criimeer aseum, Colrads Soing T PUEkels (Wl from this wagon sebd for &

—rie

EARLY VICTOR

Even though the early Colorado mining towns of Cripple
Creek and Victor boomed in the same gold field during the same
years, they were not at all ripple Creek, at the site of the
origin; " was the financial, policeal, and Social center of the
great, gold camp. on the other hand, was where the miners

v nan'’s town and lacked the sophistication

ived.

t was
of its bigger “sister-cit

Founded in 1893, two years after Cripple Creek, Victor was

lon ted right at the foot of Battle Mountain, the camp’s et

, and near Lawrence, the garliest scttlement in that corner of

ihu mining disf and Harry Woods, named

Heir fows. ‘after icter ‘Adams, one of the arex's early home-
steaders.

Victor looked exactly like . mining town should. Its
false- n onted pine buildings faced on streets and boardwalks.

g there was in great "Men paid up to.a dollar &
night to sleep on a pool table or on lhe floor in the back of a sa-
loon, At meal time, long lines of hu n formed in front of
fhe ‘bowas ouking Horees, Water ¥l foe ﬁ\e cents a bucket from
horse drawn RSBk wagons. Theve were-omly Swo s ShAgE betk 608
in tow

By 1896, however, Victor with a population nearing 8,000 was
well on its way to becoming one of Colorad's leading cities. The
fast growth was due largely to the efforts of the Woods brothers
and the mearness of the eity to the great gold mmes of Battle
Mountain.

he 1 of the Florence and Cripple Creek Railroad in
m; md “the Midland Terminal Railroad the following year also
d Victor to develop. For
et mining _center, Victor also
ming of & third railroad, The Colorado Springs and G
Creek District, some years later added to the importance of Victor
as a \hlp)‘unx center.

Great mills to refine the gold ore were also built in the Victor
area, They gave employment to many hundreds and made Vietor
an important milling center,

From the earliest d Vi called the “City of Mines”
and as a mining t it had fow iy en Cripple Creek was
Sealous ‘of the tremendous output of \mtul s gold mines,
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VICTOR BURNS

On an August afternoon in 1899, much of Victor was leveled
by a fire almost as bad as the ones which had wiped out Cripple
Creek three years earlier. Twelve blocks of Victor's business di

ct with some 200 buildings were totally demolished. Losses were
imated at 000,000. Over 3,000 were left homeless.

The fire started in a pine shack in Paradise Alley behind the
999 Dance Hall on Portland Avenue between Third and Fourth
streets. It leaped from one flimsy pine building to another. A
strong wind helped to fan the flames through the downtown sec-
tion and then up the lower slopes of Battle Mountain. It burned
out there late in the evening, three and a half hours after it
started.

The next day dawned bright and clear in Victor. At the ve
first glint of light, hundreds of men went to work clearing away
the ruins and building makeshift shacks. By noon, the new Victor
post office was completed and people were getting their mail as
usual. Even earlier, saloons and restaurants were back in business
in tents.




In s path up Bate Mountain the fire desteoyed Victor's nevw depot. (State Historical Socisty
of Colarade)

Thowsands o peole et et withgut bmes by the Victr . Many found temporary refuze
oo
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VICTOR BUILDS

Almost before the ashes cooled, Victor started to build again.
On the second day after the fire, more. than 1000 men- were
at work on a new Victor. Brick buildings were under construction
only five days after the fire.

In only eight months time, a totally new city had been built.
This is what The Denver Republican reported in April of 190

r has risen to her glory from the piled char heap of late
S its o ey e b S Pesk 26 Y
mx mu. fine brick bulldings have shot up like mushrooms during the

Victor, then, boasted & population of over 18,000, 1t was lhe
fifth largest city lorado and one of the most moder
towns on earth, ‘monthly payroll amounting to hundreds
of thousands of dul]al;. Victor was also one of the nation’s most
prosperous places.










THE GOLD COIN CLUB

Victor's Woods brothers were among the very few millionaires
who ever returned anything to the District from which their
wealth came. Most of the mining wealth poured into Colorado
gs where it built great business blocks, opera houses, and
‘mansions on posh Wood Avenue.

The Woods brothers themselves lived in the Springs and on
the street that was named for them. But they did not forget the
District and the hundreds of loyal men who werked foy them there.

n 1899, the brothers built the Gold Coin Club in Victor for
e i their emploees. Only a few months after the club
yias opened, the new b ¥ was leveled by the great Victor e,
vas 'lhe opening of the new club was
ct’s gayest affairs. Vietor
agog over “ the magnificent building \’nhlL‘!I had been patterned after
the New York Athletic Club.

The block-long building housed a ballroom, gymn bowl-
ing alleys, pool and game room, a 700-volume library, dining rooms
and all the other facilities of a well-appointed club. The club even
had its own twenty-five piece ban

he Gold Coin Club, the oo sy bE VISt ALY s
brothers fnl \e rs, was ultimately turned into a huleLuI Later, it
ate Home. The handsome o building is still I staading,
but now, ke 8o many of Victors other \mposiug. it, too,
stands empty.

E

hipget

High Line Elecric cars aperaied between Vietor and Cripple Creek every hour from
"% Second sireetear systom. The Low Line, ran ‘cars Between' e
very hiryminates very ey from P00 e e i

e auce Forenc and Geiple ek,
Drten ColpulE "Ceck and Vicior, Thie s The
Eibran Weatern Colleiony

ailraad once ran ty-cight trains o
Imitedbetween’ the ‘twa ‘cen. (Denver
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BATTLE MOUNTAI

g Eetveen the time the lndependunce Mine was discovered in

1 and when the Ajax closed dow the mines of fabled
Battie Movntomn produced over .\512»000 000 worth of gold. It was
one of the richest hills on ear

THE PORTLAND MINE was the greatest of them all. It,
alone, pr uduced about half of Battle Mountain’s gold. At an eleva.
tion of 10,240 feet, Jt was the highest mine on the mountain. Its
700-man p.a_nnll W e largest. Its massive surface building
sprawled over the \uggm area.

THE AJAX MINE out-lived all the District’s mines. It
ated until 1962 and pre nducud well over 20,000,000 worth of goid.
Its 3,500-foot shaft was the deepest in the camp.

THE INDEPENDENCE MINE, digcove
Stratton on July 4, 1891, made him the D;
aire and established him as one of the all time great mining kings.
After taking some $4,000,000 out of his mine, Stratton sold it t
a London company for $11,000,000. Ultimately, the Independence
produced over $28,000,000 worth of gold, making it the third rank-
ing mine in the District.

by Winfield Scott
first multimillion-

The underground workings of the lndepemlmce added up to
over ('\ghteen miles of tunnels and drifts. Its ore was so pure a
miner could carry out a fortune in his pock

THE STRONG MINE, too, rated high on the list of great
producers. Some $13,000,000 worth of gold ¢ from this
treasure chest. One of the best equipped uf 1!1 lhu mmo if
within easy walking distance of any part of Victor, Its discoverer,
Sam Strong, was shot to death n & Criple Grek saloon

THE GOLD COIN MINE, while not on Battle Mountain,

a near enough neighbor to u c giants there that it deserves

10 bo mentioned. 1t stoud righf s business district. Much
of its rich ore was dug from deep \mde: hecit

The Gold Coin was owned by Frank and Harry Woods who
founded Victor. Early in the history of their - ity
felt there was a need for a first-class hotel. It wa
dation for the proposed building was being dug that rich ore was
discovered. The hotel plans were junked and the great Gold Coin
Mine came into being instead.

e
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THE LABOR WARS

Vietor's history was twice marred by labor w
and a second and more serious one in 1903 and 1504, Both e
gles resulted from lashes between the mine owners and the
Western Federation of Miners.

The first gold camp labor war was triggered by a strike the
union called in an effort to correct wage and hour inequalities
Some violence followed before the strike was settled in favor

c. A $3 wage for an eight-hour day was agreed upon.

The more serious struggle was touched off in 1903 when a
strike was called by the Western Federation of Miners. It was
ordered to shut off |lw \\\pph of ore to non union mills in Colorado
City. Between nd 4,000 men were idle and mining oper-

s in the (‘npn\e Creek District were practically paralyzed.

Seversl of the mincs soon, teopened with nonunion labor.

Violence followed almost immediately. Fifteen men fell to their

B T e O Tadependence Mine shaft after a cable had been

e ity st Bal Cltts near Vicar (Clrence Daé- “fixed.” An explosion at the Vindicator Mine killed several more.
g nonunion men to their jobs were wrecks

lorado's governor then put the camp under martial law and
cont o s National Guard to- Keep the peace. By mid-September,
over 1,000 troops occupied the District.

The occupation lasted about six months and during that time
hundreds of union leaders and workers were rounded up and
herded into the dreaded “bull ‘pens” which were not a lot unlike
concentration camps. Others were ordered out of the District.

With the coming of spring, the troops were withdrawn and

tionthey had enjoyed during
%vxth of June, 1904,

the streets of Victor.

The National Guam was sent in a second time on the gover-
nor's orders. Again, the camp was under mamal law. Once more
union people were herded into “bull pens” and this time, hundreds
of them were shipped off to Kansas and N New Mexico in box cars.
They were dumped with orders not to return to the gold camp.

o Draigace, Tanne, complrd Within days, the war was over. Organized labor had been
T, i totally defeated and the camp never completely recovered from
e the months of violence.

29—
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PEOPLE OF VICTOR

Among the many well known people who have lived in Victor
at one time or another, Lowell Tho no doubt, the best
known. Though a native of Ohio, Thomas grew up in Victor and
graduated from Victor High School. Bernard Baruch worked in
a few of the mines on Bull Hill. Texas Guinan of New York speak-
easy fame grew up in Anaconda Gulch between Victor and Cripple
Creek. Groucho Marx spent some time working for a District gro-
cer after the show he was traveling with folded in Victor.
Jack Dempsey once worked at the Portland Mine. Robert Coates,
art critic for The New Yorker, spent his early years in Victor
Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Shean, who made it big in the Ziegfield
Follies and on the national vaudeville stage, were motormen on the
District's trolley system. Mabel Barbee Lee, whose “Cripple Creek

> and “Back in Cripple Creek” were best sellers, taught

Victor. Winfield Scott Stratton, whose Independence

Mine made him the gold camp’s first multimillionaire, left his for-

I P e, 0520 o M0yt oo e, Crok and Vi v tune to establish the unique Myron Stratton Home for the home-

Satorade Sovingst e S e o s "t ¥4 i and less and aged in Colorado Springs.

wcessed up to 1,000 tons of ore dai 609 toms of R o ot of the s v mvseam Tharers e enteen dattons
b ok T
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VICTOR TODAY

Since the end of gold mining in 1962, hard times have indeed
come upon the “City of Mines.” The town’s population has slipped
and its economy has been almost totally based on Social Security and
pension checks. Victor's streets have been quiet; very quict

With the coming of each summer, the old town has shown a little
new life. Quite a few of its houses have been purchased by
“flatlanders” for summer homes and there has been a fair amount of
tourist traffic.

Until Victor booms once again as a gold mining town, and there
is every evidence it soon will, the town seems to have a fairly promis-
ing fufure as a tourist attraction.

As in the old days, Victor still lives somewhat in the shadow of its
better known neighbor, Cripple Creek. But, those who do bother to
discover Victor find it to be one of the countrys most picturesque and
best preserved mining towns

g
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& over S7.500,000 worth of gold. (Photo







Al —41—




a2

—43—




— 45—

— i




Academy

Woodiand

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Celorado Springs BOOKS

Bowman, George. Tl

Hleday and C Inc, 105
ompany, Inc., 1958

Mlications, 1966,

PAMPHLETS AND DIRECTORIES
Cripple Creek District Directory. 1900,
Cripple Creek Mining District. 1897,
Gol £ s of Criphle Creek 1900

id's Fam
e ek

s Gold Camp,

EWSPAPERS
Ihe Colorad Springs Exening T

Pueblo The Denver Rep
The Cripple Creek
The ol

rade Springs G
} Tie Denver post i

graph

¢ Telegraph

Ri

Asa iining_town, future looks pretty grim unless,
of price of gold were to be increased. Then, Victor '

the p
Tight well boom again.

s mines, but,
high production

is still plenty of gold ore in the nym
00 an ounce) and to
anot be mined profitably.

s




Gunnison County Library
307 North Wisconsin
Bunnlson, Colo, 81230

By the Same Author
CRIPPLE CREEK!
A Quick History of the World's Greatest Gold Camp
MYERS AVENUE
A Quick History of Cripple Creek's Red Light District
CRIPPLE CREEK RAILROADS
A Quick History of the Great Gold Camp's Railroads
PLATORO
Mining Camp and Resort Town
CREEDE

Colorado Boom Town

S/

R R R R,



	Qucik HIstory of Victor
	Qucik HIstory of Victor1
	Qucik HIstory of Victor2-3
	Qucik HIstory of Victor4-5
	Qucik HIstory of Victor6-7
	Qucik HIstory of Victor8-9
	Qucik HIstory of Victor10-11
	Qucik HIstory of Victor12-13
	Qucik HIstory of Victor14-15
	Qucik HIstory of Victor16-17
	Qucik HIstory of Victor18-19
	Qucik HIstory of Victor20-21
	Qucik HIstory of Victor22-23
	Qucik HIstory of Victor24-25
	Qucik HIstory of Victor26-27
	Qucik HIstory of Victor28-29
	Qucik HIstory of Victor30-31
	Qucik HIstory of Victor32-33
	Qucik HIstory of Victor34-35
	Qucik HIstory of Victor36-37
	Qucik HIstory of Victor38-39
	Qucik HIstory of Victor40-41
	Qucik HIstory of Victor42-43
	Qucik HIstory of Victor44-45
	Qucik HIstory of Victor46-47
	Qucik HIstory of Victor48

